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NOTE BY THE EXL'CUTKK SBCPiETAKI 
to fchs 


NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 


on 

OFFICE 0? SPECIAL FHCJT-CT3 
Reference : N£C/lO/l“ 


At its 13th Koetii£ the National Security Council approved the 
Directive in IGc 10/1 subject to cc lection oF paragraph 3-d end amand- 
Kents to paragraphs 3 -a and c and h. “ 

The revised Directive, as approved, is circulated herewith to 
the Council for information and to the Director of central Intelligence 
for appropriate action. 


Special security precautions are beins taken in th^ handling 

."rm - — n — r— ■ — '4 — ■ — , , — . — : 
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ror this reason it is su fyes tea . that each ner&er of the 

Council aviy vrish ■ 



Lxecu ol\ e Secretary /whore" it wi lj.* bo held available upon recue st . 


SIDNEY Vi SO’JEES 
Executive Secretary 


Distribution: 

The Secretory of State 
The Secretary' of Defense 
The Secretary of the Army 
The Secretary of the Navy 
The Secretary of tho Air Force 
The Chairman, National Security 
Resources Board 
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1. Tuk national security Council, taking co^iins i:cc or the 
vicious covert activities of the liJ3, its satellite countries 
and Coi'jomist groups to discredit rod defeat the aims anc activi- 
ties of the United States and other .Wes tern r-ewers, has dcccr.nir.ed 
that, in the interests of world pence ar.i t$ national security, the 
overt foreign activities of tho <- ] s Government must be supplemented 
by covert ope rations. 

2. The Central Intelligence Agency is charged by the Uaticnal 
Security Council with conducting espionage' and counter-espionage 
operations abroad. It therefore seems desirable, for operational 
reasons, not to create a new agenej' for covert operations, but in 
time of peace to place the responsibility fer then within, the 
structure of the Central Intelligence Agency and correlate them 
with espionage and counter-espionage operations under the over-all 
control of the Director of Central Intelligence. 

3. Therefore, under the authority of Section 102(c)(5) of the 

I'aticnal Security Act of the rational Security Council hereby 

directs that in tins of peace: 

a. A new efface of Special Projects shall be created 
within the Central Intelligence Agency to c lan and conduct 
covert operations; and in coordination with the joint Chiefs 
- of Staff to plan end prepare fer the conduct of such opera- 
tions in wartime. 


b. A highly qualified person, nominated by the 
Secretary of State, acceptable to the Director of Central 
Intelligence and approved ty the he-, tier, a I Security council, 
shall to appointed as C^ief of ths Office of Special Pro- 
jects, 


c. The Chief of the Office of Special Projects 
shall* report directly to the Dimeter of Central Intelli- 
gence. For purposes of security and of flexibility of 
operations, and to the maximum degree consistent with 
efficiency, the Office of Special Projects- shall operate 
independently of other components of Central Intelligence 
Agency. 
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d. 

responsible for: 

(1^ Insuring, through designated representa- 
tives or the Secretary of Plate and of tile Secretary 
or Defense , that covert operations are planned end 
conducted in a manner consistent with t»S foreign end 
military policies and with evert activities. In dis- 
agree :v.n is arising between the Directop or Central 
Intelligence and the representative up the SuereWry 
of State or the Secretary cf Defense over etch plans, 
tlte natter shall bo referred to the Rational Security 
Council for decision. 

(2) Insuring that plans for war tine covert oper- 
ations arc also drawn up with the assistance of a 
representative of the Joint Chiefs cf Staff and are 
accepted by the latter as tcin£ consistent with and 

c onnlenan tary to approved pis ns for wartime military 
operations. 

(3) Informing, through. appropriate channels, 
agencies of the US Government , both at home and abroad 
(including diplomatic and. military representatives in 
each a i'£ a) , of such operations as will affect them. 

e. Covert operations pertaining to economic warfare 
will He cor. hasted bv the Office cf Sp?:cl?.l Projects under 
the guid.'incc of the doper trcnti end agencies responsible 
for the planning -of economic warfare. 
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He Director of Central Intelligence shall be 


f . Supplemental funds for the ccuduai cf trio pro- 
por-ed cpj rationr for fiscal yc?.r l>hy shall to Immediately 
l'oraost'jd. Thereafter operational funds for these purposes 
shall ts included in norxal Central Intelligence Ageney 
gudget requests. 

U. In tine of war, or when the President directs, all plans 
for covert operations shall be coordinated with the Joint Chiefs 
of staff. In active theaters of war where American forces are 
engaged, covert operations '.rill be conducted under the direct co:.i- 
r.and cf the American Theater Co;.mndcr arid orders therefor will bo 
transmitted .thro the Joint Chief? cf staff unless otherwise 
dirert'v] by the f r-’sident. 


5- As vr^-d in this directive, 
un f«'rst r Joi to be all activities Cous 
are cor. iuctcd or evens owed by tivis C 
fotvi ~r. c lnt-y or grorpr. or in supr-a 
or 'T'fi-s but wife-J 1 are so p!nn>i‘d a 
Gowrnwni : :,w Uglily for th:-.s i 
pf rr-onr .uv* that if uncovered t 


"covert operations’ 1 arc 
eat as noted heroin) which 
over curat against hostile 
rt cf friendly foreign at a. tea 
a: c:coc uteri that any US 
a art evident to u:ia::th : 'r- 
*.-■ U1 Government can 
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plausibly disclaim any responsibility fox* then. Specifi- 
cally, aueh opera Lions shall include ary c overt activities 
related to: tii*o;>n-nntla, economic warfare; preventive direct 

action, including sabotage, an t i - c ab a t nne , demolition. and 
evacuation Measures; subversion nryiinci hostile states, in- 
cluding ossicUr.ee to underground resistance Movements, guerrillas 
and refugee liberations groups, and sunport of indigenous anti- 
coxsiunict elements in threatened countries of the free world. Such 
operations shall not include armed conflict by recognized military 
forces, espiennre, counter-espionage, and cover and deception for 
military operations. 

6. This directive supercodes tha directive contained in 
KSC h~A } which is hereby cancelled* 


